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Mg. Enrror : We often do bachelors great
injustice. What jokes and jibes they have to
e dure ! Bat & full history of their cage is gel-
d m kuown. There are those who have not heen
cold, captions misauthropes, but wa. m and gen-
erous lovers, wheu * Iife with them was young ”
They loved purely, and without stint or measure,
They are not strangers to plighted vows. Nuptial
bliss wus almost their own, when disease and
death blighted all their hopes. Grief, deep and
unutterable, preys upon their hearts, ouce filled
with holy expectations There are wonnds which
refuse to be h aled. Ah! what cruelty to mock
aod shock the seosibilities of such as need our
sympathy |

Toese reflections have been prompted by the
story of a dear friend of mine. Ia early life he
studied law under a distivgnished jurist.in Vir-
giuvia. Upou fiuishing his studies, preparatory to
admission to the bar, he found himseif the happy
keeper of the heart and fortunes of his precep-
tor's amiable dsughter. The day for nuptial
riteg was appointed. He made a brief visit to
friends in Georgia. While there he received the
murufal iotelligence that death had robbed him
of the object of his affections. Deep, manly
grief settled upon his heart. Twelve long years
he suffered a bachelor’s fate—the jokes and jibes
and beartless insinuations so lavishly heaped upon
the class. Heis a changed man. He has aban-
doned the bar, and bas entered the pulpit, with
o trembling sense of the awful responsibilities
attachiog to his station. While engaged in his
high and holy calling, in a strange field of labor,
his heart feels the unwonted flame. A .lady of
raral life, one of nature’s nobility, became the
ohject of his regard. Though overmuch grief
has sprinkled his locks with premature marks of
age, he feels all the entkusiasm of youthful hopes.

Ouce more he gives and receives the heaven-

rccorded vow. The year steals on, and Couofer-
ence times are near. He pays another visit to
the home of his beloved, to arrange some prelimi-
naries. But, alas | as the iron-horse stops, and
he steps mpon the platform, he is greeted with
sighs and tears. Frie:.ds whisper upon his as-
tonished ear that his beloved has been dead two
days; that her remains have been kept uuburied in
view of his expeeted arrival. Poor bachelor!
Snall jbes and jokes still assail you, while that
vew grave is still fresh, and while tears are your
portion at twmligh’s peusive hour! 1 have seen
them lavished npon you since your . econd sore
bereavement. Father, forgive such torweutors:
they know wot what they do.

* Bereavemeut is the lot of mortals, We have
all had a sad experience ou this sunjsct. Sce I
last wrote you, my ouly little daughter, that had
alawys been 8o well and full of life and cheer, sud-
deuly sickened and expired, after seven hours of
iiteuse suffering. Thuse who have experienced
a siwilar loss can imigine my feelings; others
never can. It is consoling to read : “Of such is
the kingdom of God,” to whom she had been
dedicated in early baptism.

Our Couference is over, and the preachers
have gone to their respective ficlds of labor—
some of them, perhaps, never to return! Last
year three of our number fell at their posts. It
is not improbable that som» of us wmay be called
to follow their examp'e. Every year introduces
many membhers of the Church below into the
Cuurch sbove. May we ‘‘ be also ready.”

Yours traly, Joay H. Bruxgr,

Hiwassee College, October, 1858.

Bisror Aspury oN Crrisacy.—If I should die
in celibacy, which I think quite probable, I give
tie fo:lowing reasons for what can scarcely be
cal ed my choice: I wae called to preach in my
fourteenth year. I began my public exercises
between sixteen and seventeen. At twenty-one
I entered the traveling connection. At twenty-
six | came to America. Thus far [ had reasous
enough for a single life. It had been my inten-
tion 1o return to Earope, but the war continaed,
and it was ten years betore we had settled, last-
iog peace. This was no .time to marry or to be
given in marriage. At forty-nine I was ordsined
guperintendent or bishop in Awerica. Among
the daties imposed upon me by my offi e was that
of triveling extensively, and I counld bardly ex-
pect to find a woman with grace enough to ens-
ble her to live hut one week oat of the fifty-two
with her hushaud; besides what right has any
man to take advautage of the aff. ctivus ot & wo-
man, make her his wife, and by voluntary ab-
seuce subvert the whole order and economy of
the murriage state by reparating those whom
neither Gud, nature, or the 1 quirements of civil
gociely permit long to he put asunder. It is
neither just oor generous. | may add to this
that [ hud but liedle mooey, aud with this little
I adminstered to the necessities of a beloved
mother, till I was fifcy-seven. 1f I have done
wrong, [ hope God and the sex wili forgive we.
1t 18 my d .ty now to hestow the pittance [ bave
to spare npon the widows and fatuerless girls aud
poc T warried mea.

PoinTLESs SexuoNs —Ii oue of his discourses,
Jhn Newton has this pithy remark:

Many sermous, ingenious of their kind, may be
comp ired to 8 letier pnt i the postoffice without.
a airection.  Jt i8 sddressed to nonody, 1t s
owned by vobody, ard if s hundred people were
to read 11, not one of them wou'd th uk himnselt
coneerned in the conteots.  Sich a sermon, what
ever excellencies it may have, lacks the chiet re-
quistte of u sermon. [Ir is hike a sword which
h4s a polished blade, u jweled hilt, snd a gor
geous scahbard, but yet will not cut, and, there-
fore, to all real use, is ny swod. The tru h,
pmperly pl‘eﬂellt(-‘('l, hﬂ{i an edge; It. plrruea{ Lo
the dividing asuader of soul nnd_uplm; It is a
dincerner of the thoughts and ivtents of the

heart.

Tae Mount Veknon Funp.—The Baltimore
American snys:

“The sam to be paid is two hundred thousand
doliars; eighteen thousand dollars were paid at
the siguing of the contract. The first msmilmexit
of fifty-seven thousand doliars, due _Ju.uuary )
1859, is now ready to be paid, and it I8 hoped to

raise the eutire purchase sum .during the present
-ar, in order to take possession on the coming
1]

: ’gjd of Februoary.”

For the St. Lows Christian Advocate.

Mr. Enitor: Solomon says, that there is noth-
ing new uuder the sun. But I think that the
following document really makes an exception to
this rale. I find it in the *Christliche A polo-
gete,” of the 30ch of September, ult., and tran
scribe it for the Advocate:

“ PRONUNCIAMENTO OF THE GERMAN ‘FREIMANNER'
OR ATHEISTS:

“The uninterrupted efforts of the enemies of o
rational view of the world, place it beyond a
doubt that it is the duty of the *tree’ to sup-
port a regular propaganda for the spread of the
teachings of sound reason. The present associa-
tions and periodicals are by no means adequate
to the wants of the times. The sssociations of
the Tarners, and s. few ‘free’ societies, do, at
present, something in the matter; but, as they
exert no iufluence on those that hold opposite
views, they accomplish, as & matter of course,
nothing. ‘Liberal’ periodicals are read by our
opponents only in isolated cases, and do not reach
the masses of the faithful, who are no more
reached by word of mouth. If they are to be
reached at all, it is, therefore, sbsolately neces-
sary to change our present mode of operations
What we have to do our opponents themselves
show s, They collect vast amounts of fuuds, iv
small contributions, for their damnable ohjects.
They erect schools in which they teach their doc-
trines; they send their agents to all parts of the
world, who work for them by word of mouth, and
by .distributing books, tracts, etc.; they have
their well-paid literati, who write for them; they
have their presses, which are well patronized;
their benevolent and missionary societies, which
have thousands and thousands of tracts published
and all this the ‘free’ must likewise do, or thou
sands of years may still elapae before reason will
rale supreme, a8 it hos also required thousands
of years to establich the dominion of superstition
so firmly. As oar opponeunts do not leave their
cause with ‘the Almighty God,’ but have strug
gled at all times, in all places, and under all cir
camstances, for the spread and establishment of
their power; so we also must work, not resting
our cause with the power of trath alone. It ir
the duty of each and every one to labor aud
struggle for the victory of principles which he
d-ems true; and whoever neglects this duty ir
wot ‘free,” tmt indifferent. In order to realiz-
our ohject, to secure the victory of reason ove
superstition, and to brivg about a social reform
we need something like an organization on the
following plan:

“ Whercver s few *free’ live in the same place,
1t these organizs themselves into a society, avo
bind themse:ves to give, at least, five cents
week per head for the object in question; les
them elect a treasurer, who receives the faud-
thus contribated. The whole body ot the coi-
tributors elect a board of directors, which bosra
elects a trea urer geueral, aud to him all contri
butions are forwarded as soon as they amouur
to ooe dollar. The board of directors is to hola
its meetings in that place that contributes the
most toward the furtherance of our objects, in
proportion to the number of its inhabitants; it
disposes of the moneys received, for the following
objects, and in the following manner:

‘1. Quoe-fifth for the circulation of ‘free’ peri-
vdicals and tracts.

““2. Que fifth for missionaries, who preach our
views of the world.

“8. Oune-fifth for the support of such ‘free’
members as have met with accidents, end occa-
sionally also of .others, - - .

4. Oae-fifth for inatitutes to educate teachers.

“5, Qaefifth for ‘ free’ schools, -

“The board of directors selects the tracts, etc.,

for pablication, and publishes of them s sufficient.

oumber, as neat and cheap as practicable; it
likewise appoints & proper number of suitable

missionaries. These have, when practicable and |

desired, their expenses defrayed, and receive a
salary, and have to labor in their respective dis-
tricts, privately and publicly, for the objects ot
our organization. Supports are granted at the
recommendation of the missionaries, or members
of the association. Oune or more institutes, for
the training of teachers, and ‘free’ schools, are
to be established, where it may be convenient
and desirable, as soon as there are funds enongh
in the treasury to support them at least three
years. These are some of the prominent features
of the organization, for whose speedy realiztiou
every ‘free man’ ought to labor incessantly.”

Isn't this something new under the su.? Some
of the objects, especially No. 3, are not new, since
even the apostate Julian tried to carry it out;
but, it being a plant not planted by our heavenly
Father, it will not prosper  If the whole scheme
should be carried out, it would indeed be a nov-
elty, The “free” missionary enters the rooms
of the sick, of the afflicted, and dyivg, and ti:ere
preaches the teachings of reason; aud, pray,
what are they? There is no God—there is no
immortality, other than that of the plant or
heast. What is called soul, or spirit, is the re-
sult of mau’s physical organization. The distine-
tion between virtue and vice, is, for the most part,
not resl, but arbitrary and conventionsl, etec.,
etc. [In the ball-room, and some bar-roows, such
preaching wounld audoubtedly be welcome; per-
chance to him also who is ahoent to etesl, aud
leave the paths of virtue and rectitude.

In some respects I would even be glad to see
this plan carried out; it wight open the eyes of
mauy who have thus far halted between two

opinious, or paid no attention whatever to the:

claims of religion. But it will not be carried out;
every half dime buys in Cincinnati, and the prin-
cipal “Germau” settlcments, & pint of lager beer,
and this will be attended to in preference to
everything else; and, as there is thirst where
there is money to buy, the treasury will remain
empty. By the way, five cents a week amounts to
$2 60 a year; the Southern Church numbers, in
round numbers, 600,000 members, which, multi-
plied by $3 60, makes $1,860,000, a williog sud

Fas est ab hoste doceri  More anon, per-
Jl A.. RO

po-es.
haps.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Ni:ws Letters from the Border, No. 3.

Mr Ebiror: Since my last I have heen “down
the river,” and “up the railrosd.” While in St.
Lonis many things, persons, and circamstances
came before my notice, which mixht furnich mat-
ter tor qnite a readable article, if the writer were
well skiiled in taking a pen to such things. Iu
the Cunference room the fathers, brethren, and
gons in the gospel, exhibited a degree of bioth-
erly kinduess which, [ have no doubt, will be
seed—good sced—sown in good ground, and pro-
dace—a desire to meet in Couference again, A
trae servaut of God loves to meet his brethren,
when he can feel that “I am one of you;” while
his soul grows weary, if thrown among those who
should be brethren, but by their actions say, I
am greater than thoun.” There are some noble
fathers, who have borne the burden and heat of
the battle, in planting Methodism in Missouri,
sod some faithful brethren, whose Iabors are
blessed of God, and are producing abundant har-
vests; while a noble band of eons are just now
eatering into the well-planted flelds. God help
them to cultivate well what is committed to
their trust, that when the Lord of the house
comes they may be able to return their talents
with usury.

Several important new features were incorpo-
rated by the late General'Conference, aud heartily
entered into by the resolutions of our A nnual Con-
ference, which, if carried out, (and why may they
not be?) will elevate our position, as a Church,
to that standpoint we ought to occupy. The sub-
ject of education, for example, has received a
uew impetus. Every presiding elder’s district
ought, rays the Gieneral Conference, to bave &
first class high school or academy. I hope the
day i8 not far distant when such schools will be
tirmly planted wherever needed, snd they are
needed wherever there are children. From the
youth of our day the pulpits of the next genera-
tion must be filled. If, then, we wou'd that the
wospel be preached by learned wmen, iu the later
part of the nineteenth ceutury, Jet us be up and
duirg, building up schools for that purpose. Dis-
trict schools, supplied by the schoel law of the
State, are geod in their place, but they fall far
~hort of filling the bill. We want more than these
=at supply. It will take money to get what we
ueed, aud it is to be hoped, wheu the agents now
in the field, ask you, readers, to give of your
ahundance 8 small sum to help in this great
work, you will vot be slow to give, or gtivgy of
what God has put in your bands. It will be
more consoling to you, in old age, to see a well
educated son or daughter earuing bread by the
sweat of the face, than to see thew, in 1gnorance,
iiving in fine houses, but not able to hold an in-
telligent couversation with you.

The resolution introduced by Dr. Kavanaugh,
and others, which provides for the distribution
of books, by means of colporteurs, employed by
the quarterly conference of the several circuits,
stations, and missions, coutemplates a noble work.
Our Depository is not able to seli large lots of
books to all the preachers on s credit, and the
preachers are not able, as a genersl thing, to ad-
vance the cask; hence we are doing, compara-
tively, nothing in the book business,

Let the Depository be handsomely endowed,
and the quarteriy conferences furnish a capital
for colporteurs, and books may then be sold
cheap, and by the million, and who can estimate
the good resulting therefrom? It can be done,
if all bands will get at it. It will be done, if
everybody, whose name is on the charch books,
will only feel him or herself to be one in the work,
and not leave for others what they ought to do
themselves.

Since my return home I find the health of the
country much improved; the sickly season hus
passed off. The weather, for the last few days,
hag been quite winterish. It has been raining,
and still is, until our stage has broaght us no
wail for two days, and, from present prospects,
there is 1o telling when it will. A= yet we have
not had what is called a “killing frost.” Vege-
tation is green yet. This rain over, thongh, and
we may expect furious wiater to come down upon
us, with chilling winds and stormy blaxts.

Yours, &c, JAHRANDA.

Western Missouri, Oct 27, 1858.

Pass Hit Nor By.—Iu company with a young
convert, in the freshness avd glow of his first love,
L was visiting from house to house, aimirg to
urge tlhe claims of the gospel upon every indi
vidua

Oue yonng man, sitting by himeelf in the vil-
lage tavern, preseuted a peculiar case. He had
been awakeuned, and had thought he became g
Christian in & former revival, and then ¢xhortea
his young friends 1o give their hearts to Chrisg
But he hsd relapsed into stapidity, and falles
into open, flagrant sin, Iy there yet any hope
of him? Haxs not the grieved 8pirit left him ut-
terly? Who know:? Puass him not by.”

These thouzhts passed rapidly iu my mind. 1
tried him once more. “ W—— i3 not your soni
a8 precious a8 those of others who are now anx
jous for their salvation?” His conntenance RTew
solemr, and tears started. Ho was the su Jjee
of thorough conviction, and of hopeful conver-
sion, followed by eredible evidence of true piety.

Had that opportunity been neglected, con
firmed hardness of heart might have enrued, and
that yonng man’s soul have been lost forever.—
Amer. Mes-enger.

“Taar IupoveNt Boy.”’—A young lady re-
marked to a fop the other day, that bis penknife
i (which, by tne bye, was a very neat one) in one

respect resembled him. The ladies in the rocm
commenced guessing what it conld be. At last
8 smart look ng little boy, who, had, until now,
#at in one corner silent, was asked to guess. Af.
ter examining the knife pretty closely, he turned
round, and in a cunning manner said, ** Well, I
 don’t know, unless because it’s duil”

A young lady lately appeared in male attire
in Baltimore, and one of the editors says her dis-
gise was xo perfect that she might have passed

jdor & men  had she o Lttle more modesty.”

8 half aunnally for nenevolent and rehgtous pur- |

tor the St. Louis Christian Advocate,
Infant Baptism.

This is & subject of much coutroversy. Tt i
one upon which men differ as widely and stren-
uously as almost any other upon which ther
is an issue in the Christian Church. Som:
allege that it is a doctrine most obviously
deduced from the B-ble—that it was practice:
by ouar blessed Lord’s apostles, and that i
should be practiced by all professed followers o
Christ, who desire to walk in the paths trod by
the Savior of man, during his scjourn on earth,
and to raise their children in the way they shoul:
go. Aund there are oth rs who denounce th:
practice, and say it is taking a jrivilege fron
their children guaraoteed them by the Savior, «f
himself. And there are others, who go so far a:
to say, ‘ That it comes from the devil—tbat he
was the father of it, aud that all who practic:
the same are propagators of one of the most dia-
bolical practices known to men.” DBat we are
not for debating the suhject. In our humbl.
opinion, controversies do but little good, eve:
when they do no harm. We are willing t
allow every one the privilege of forming his own
opinions, and of differing with us, if he wishes, if
he will search the Scriptures, and, withon:
prejudice, honestly settle down upon what he be
licves to be the true teaching of the Bible. This
we bave done, and we wish every one to do the
same. ‘‘Let every man be fully persuaded it
his own mind.” Buat to those who so bitterly
oppose the doctrin:, alleging it to be of the devil,
[ would say: Be not too hasty; and spesk no
lightly—not to say blasphemcusly—of what may
be of God!

- I have heard ohjectors to pedo-baptism
say: * The Methodists were & worse people than
the Mormons—that their doctrine was immedi-
ately from hell]”  And this was said in reference
to the practice of infant baptism. Such fanatics
in religion, I pity for their ignorance! Aund may
we 50 lightly excuse them as to say: * It is only
ignorance,” in this enlightened period, and under
the light of the vospel as it now shines? I fear
"tis more & principle of malice than iguorance!

But our obj ct, in the oatset, was to say some-
thing relative to the custom of some who profess
to i.elieve, and do practice, nfant baptim. We
helieve it to be right to consecrate the hahes
born in Israel to God, by the rite of baptism
Scarce 2 more solemn ordinance can be per-
formed by the Christian Charch, than the bup-
tism of an infant.  What feelings of humility ana
gratitude should thrill the breast of the parent,
when they thus give their loved babe to the
Lord! And what fervent prayers should contir-
unlly arise from them to the throne of him who
called little children nato hi il—prayers implor-
ing him to take and keep the little oue to himself,
and preserve it from the ways of sin and destruc-
tion. Aud what incessant  fforts should they make
to teach it, by precept and exsmple, to walk in the
ways of righteousress, and of the Lord, to whon
they had so solemnly dedicated it! What?
And the honored minister! what deep feelings of
humility and reverence should thrill his boscm,
for the privilege of, in 8o solemn a manner, con-
secrating to the Lord of creation one who may,
in after life, become an honored instrument, in
the hands of God, for the promotion of his gos-
pel, and the recalliog of lost and wandering
souls; and one who will certainly, when time is
doue, enter upon eternity asa shining star in the
Savior's diadem, or sivk with demous to eter-
nal perdition. How solemn and how important
is such an occasion]

Bat, to say nothing moro of the importance of
the suhject, we will advert to the practice of
some who profess to believe in pedo-baptism.
We have known parents to have their children
solemnly dedicated to God, by baptism, and
then suffer themto grow up in sio. We do
not pretend to say that parents can make their
children grow up into Christ as their living
Head; but we do eay, that, if all parents
would do their whole duty toward God and their
children, not ove in twenty would be found out
of the Church of Christ, when they arrived at
matarity. Bat wo have known parents, after
baptizing their children, to act as though their
whole daty were done, and leave them to grow up
just a8 they might, without that rigid precept
aud example of those who should teach the 1 the
holy things of God; and let them form their no-
tions of religion, their passions and ha bits, as it
were, by mere chauce, just as the epirit of the
wicked around them, and the influence of Satan,
might lead them.  Zhis we conceive to be very
wrong; it is trifling with the ordinance of God,
aud very, rery injurious to the Charch and all
christendom. It is an evil which every member
of Christ’s Church should spare no « ff rts to arrest.

But let all parents, who wonld have thier
household serve the Lord, consecrate to God, in
infancy, their children, by baptism; and then,
when this they do, cease not to lead them by
gentleness and love—hy constant precept, and
never fuiling example, in the wsys of rightevus-
n-33; not depeuding, though, upoun their own
influence and power, but, by unceasing prayers
aud intercessions, secure for them the gurding
and restraining influence of their ascended Lord.

It is not sufficiens to plant alone, but, when
the twig is planted, it mnst be carefully watered,
ete., that it may become a thrifty tree, and be
fruitfal.  But it is unnecessary to prescribe the
precise daty of those to whose care these dear
oqes are entrasted.  Every parent who desires to
do his daty in this respect, can fiud suffisient di-
rections in the words of Divine Liaw: * Parents,
train your children in the way they should go;”
* Raise your children in the nurture and admon-
ition of the Lord.”

Sunday Schools.

The following art'cle was sent to us last week,
#ith a request that it be copied in the Advocate
The lateness of its reception prevented its
ippearance in our last. We give it now, acking
hat it may be carefully considered. It
strikirgly appropriate to many parts of the
tountry through which this paper cirenlates,

Ep. Arv.

Srovtp Suspay Scuo s Crose 1x Wiy
Texl—1In many parts of the coustry, but few
Suadsy Schools ure found with open doors in
#iuter, except in the larger towns aud villages.
Fhose who advocate this meacure, assign, a-
reasons for the same, bad rosds, unpleasant
weather, uncomfurtable houses, distance, &e.

So prevalent is the impression, in rome qnar-
rers, that a Sunday School cannot be earried ou
i winter, that, in thou-ands of neighborboud-,
the S.nday School is clo ed in cousequence o
that opinion, though the ¢ffort has never beew
made to snstain it through that season,

Experiments fairly tried bave established the
fuct that, where the teachers are deeply inter-
#sted in the work, and appreciate its maguitude,
and have a deep sense of their respobsibility,
comhined with energy of character, t! e Suudsy
School can be carried on with as much ioterest
doring the winter as in the summer.

Wioter is the period when the greatest
amount of intellectusl education is given and ac-
quired. It children can attend the distric: or
private school five days in the week, for the edn
cation oi the mind, ouzht they not to go one day
for that which is vastly more important—the ed-
neation of the heart?

Many children receive, in the Sunday School,
the only religious instruction they do receive.
Deprive them of the Sanday S hool in winter,
+nd their eouls, which are of more value than
worlds on worlds, are not cared for during that
period, but are left exposed to those temptations
which Satan is ever ready to present to uroccn-
pied minds.

As the Sunday School is & means of grace
adapted to the young, it would he as reasonable
to close, to the christian, rome of the privileges
of worship, because of the storms of winter. As
well close the place of worship or school house
for preaching to the adulr, as the Sanday School
for the young. As well may the preacher cease
to preach Cnrist aud himn crucified, us the Sunday
School teacher cease saying to the yonng, *Tan
8 the way—walk ye in it.”

“ Revivals more commonly take place in Sab-
hath Schools during the winter mouths. Az a
matter of fact, nearly all the revivals reported
during the past year, have been enjoyed by
schools, which have continned through the
year”

Few are the hours in which Sunday School in-
struction is given; these few are reduced at least
one-third by those who close the Saunday Scheol
in winter.

That the d ffi ‘elties attending a Sunday School
in winter are greafer than in summer, is ad-
mitted; but that they can be surmonnted, we
koow, from the experience and obscrvation of
many who have tried, and have overcome the
diffi--ulties,

Tne reaon generally urged for clesing the
Sunday School ia the fall is, “that the children
canuot, or will not attend in the winter, the
weather and roads are so bad.” Try it, aud see
it this is the frue reason. Just before the time
when you propose to close the school for the rea-
sons shove mentioned, state to the children the
‘ntention; remind them of the storms of winter,
long walk over bad roads, and the comfort they
must deny themselves in leaving their warm fice-
wides. Remind them, too, tha these diffi -ulties
do not deter them from their ordinary work, and
sports, or their attendunce at the day schools;
then speak of the advautages of the Sanday
School and library, and the long winter even-
g8, for studyiog the lcssons and reading the
books, and then take a vote whether the Sunday
Sthool shall be closed or not—Ietting the chil-
dren understand that those who vote in favor of
it3 continuance, by that vote do promisej toghe
regular and puooctual, if it is continued. Let
that vote be the decisive act.

If it is determined to close the Sunday School,
gset 8 time when it will be re-opened; as it is
:ometimes the case that, where there is not
interest enough to sustain the Sunday School
through the winter, there i3 not enough to revive
it promptly in the spring.

Lot the time set be early, as, if delayed till
late in the spring, a large portion of the seasou
will be lost before they get fairly under way, af-
ter it is commenc-d.

If the school closes in the winter, the teach-
ers, old scholars, ard neighhorhood gencrally,
should form themselves into Bible classes, using
the Union Q 1estions, or some other Text book.
Here the oider scholars can be traived for
teachers. All experience proves that they are
the best teachers who have been scholars,— Sun-
day School Pioneer.

i~

The Sounthern Christian Advocate gives some
curions details ahout the American Tract Soci
ety, and the M. E. Church, Soath. It says:

“In 1850, the Revs. W. J, Parks and J. B
Evans were appointed, by the Georgia Confer-
ence, to open a correspondence upon this sub-
ject. They called the attention of the Trac
Seeretary to the fact that there was no repre-
sentative of Armiuian theology in the publishing
committee; and that, independent of this fact, it
was proper that so large a Church as the Meth-
odist should be represented i a entholic society.
They stated that the Southern division of that
Charch was now withous a publishing house, and
that, if a favorable answer were given, it might
result in the bestowing of its patronage on that
soviety. They suzgested, there ore, that the
next vacancy in the committee be filled by a
Methodist. To this measure, several obj-ctions
were urged; among others, that it has been a
castom, in flling the vacancy, to offer it to the
denomivation to which the former incumbent be-
longed. It was then suggested that, in a matter
involving 8o weighty an interest, it might be well
to add another member to the committee ; and, it
they could not fiud one, perhaps the Geweral
Conference wou'd be ablo to direct their choice.
Bat there were sundry objections made to this
proposal; and, when finaby oar committeo in-
quired of the secretary if he could suggest any
plan by which the Methodist Church could be
brought into a closer relation, by representation
with the American Tract Society, he auswered,
th ¢t he saw Lo way open to reach that object,
Aud here the correspoudence was dropped.

* Qur correspoudent informs us that he desires
these facts to meet misrepresentations that are

It i8 & lamentable fact, that parents do not do
their duty with regard to this important matter;
therefore, all who feel an interest in, and & desire
for, the welfare of the Church, should endeavor,
with united effort, to remedy it. Ezga,

Cam county, Js., Out, 18th, 1859. ’

made in this section. Any representation that
in any way connects the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, with that society, is a misrepre-
sentation—one to which, we hope, even Mam-
mon can not tempt & christian agent.”

Most men ¢mploy therr first years so as to
wake their Jast misereble.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate,
A Short Sermon.
* Whatso-ver things are of good report "
I Tho temperance cause has sent in a good
report,

1. Of homes made cheerful, children clad, wives
aud mothers made glad, and drunkards reformec.

2. Of the decrease of intemperance, and tho
crimes and miseries consequent thereupon. The
report should be received and adopted.

II. The tract cause has sent in a good report.
How much good has been affected by the distri-
hution of tracts, eternity alone will reveal. The
report should be adopted by acrlamation,

III. The Bible cause has also made & good
report, Thousands of the destitute of our land
have been supplicd with the Word of God. It
has gono into heathen lands, in almost all lan-
guages, to enlighten and bring the wandering
tribes of man to God. This canse should have
more attention from the Christian world.

IIL. The Sabbath school cause makes a good
report. This is only second to the preaching of
the gospel. It is pecaliarly the child of Method-
ism, Mr. Wesley being the first wko employed
teachers without pay. It is now receiving much
attention from the Church, but i must have more
before the Church can enjoy a qniet conscience,

V. A good report has also come up fron the
prayer meetings. What amount of good has
been accomplished by the prayer meeting? Who
can tell?  These mast be kept up, or the Church
will saffer,

VI. We have a good report from the family
altar. Who that have heard the devoat thanks-
giving in our love-feasts and class-rooms, of men
and women for the family altar, and have not
S+l that it was & good thing. Wo to the Meth-
odist Church, when her members neglect this
important Christian daty.

VIL. Tae love-feast and the class-room have
alao sent in their report, and a glorious report it
is. How many thousands in these meetings
have been strengthened and comforted, aud en-
abled to go on their way to the better land re-
juicing. Others may do without these means of
grace, but Methodists can not. Dispense with
these, and the experiment will prove fatal to
Methodism.

VI, Justification by faith only, makes a
good report also. Thousands of thousands, since
the days of Lauther, have rejoiced to know that
faith only is God’s coudition of pardon to a peui-
teut sinner. Salvation by woiks, whether agso-
c-ated with faith, or standing aloue, as the condi-
tion of pardon, is ruinons to experimental Godli-
ness,  Tms doctrine robs Christ of his glory, and
sends souls to perdition. Thesc all send in good
reports, and should be held by the Church—
preached to the world as things upon which God
smiles in a peculiar manner.

Tryive To CHEAT A Rarroan Conxpucror,.—
Several duys ago a well-dressed scamwp got upon
the cars at Chattanoogs, and hy some meaus
escaped the vigilance of the conductor until he
reached Huntsville. Here conductors chanped,
and Mr. Fowler teok charge of the train, and in
making his first round to collect tickets, between
Madison sud Huntsville, he found the door to
one of the private saloons fastened. The break-
wan assured him there was a man in the saloon,
and without suspecting foul play he told the
brakeman to point out the man to him when he
came out, 8o that he might collect his ticket.
Fowler I-ad no sooner made his round than out
came the gentleman, thivking all was safe. When
he took bis seat in the car, he removed bis bat
from his head and put it uuder the seat. When
called upon for his ticket, he remarked that, while
in the saloon, he poked his head out of the win-
dow to breathe the fresh air, and was so unfor-
tunate 88 to loge his hat with his ticket in the
hand, and be could not think of paying twice.
Tae conductor told him he regretted the circom-
stance very mach, but as it was one for which
the ralroad company was not to blame, he would
be c.mpelled to m: ke him pay & second time, or
wake him leave the train at the Madison statir n.
The scamp was indigoant, Fowler remonstrated
in his usual polite but firm way, until the station
was reached, wheo he informed bim that he was
at the end of his rope, and leave the cars ho must,
Finding there was no backing down, he reached
aoder the seat, drew ont his hat, and started to
leave the car, when Fowler told him he would
have to exercise his daty as conductor again—avnd
that the fact of his having lost his own, did not
entitle him to take a fellow-traveler’s bat—for
that the company would be responsible, W here-
upon he took charge of the hat, and shoved the
gentleman off the cars.— Huntseille Democrat,

Tre Divine Mercy.— However old, plain,
humble, desolate, sffl cted we muy be, so long as
our hearts preserve the feeblest spark of Iife, they
preserve also, shivering near that pale ember, g
starved, ghostly longing for appreciation aud af-
fection. To this attenuated spectre, perbaps, &
cromb i8 not thrown ouce & year; but when ahua-
gered and athirst to tamine—when u]] humanity
has forgotten the dying tenaut of a d. caying
bouse—Divine mercy remembers the mouruer,
and 8 shower of manua falls for lips that earthly
nutriment is to pass no more. B.blical promiseg,
heard first in health, but then unheeded, come
whispering to the couch of sickness; it is felt that
a pitying God watches what all mankiud have
forsaken; the tender compassion of Jesus is re-
called aud relied on; the fading eye, guzing be-
yond time, sees a home, a frieud, a refuge in
eteraity,~— Charlutte Brente.

How 10 Maxe Lanrp CanpLes.—The munufe e
tore of lurd caudles 1 carried on to a cousiderue
ble extent in somo of the Western States, par-
ticatarly Wiscousing and, being mouopol.zed by
the few, has proved very lucrative. The follow-
ing i8 the receipt:

“To every eight pounds of Iard add one ounce
of nitric acid; aud the mauner of making is a8
follows: Having carefully weighed your lard,
place it over a slow fire, or at least merely melt
it; then add the acid, and mould the sauie as tal-
low, and you have a clear, beautital candle, In -
order to make them resemble bona fide tallow
candles, you have only to add a small portion of
beeswax.”— Country Gentleman,

Learning is preferable to riches, and virtae to
both.

It were base to raise a confi ‘hen

decsive ity L /!



